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TO ALL 


D 18 SENTERS 
Unity in Religion, 


| Asit is Eſtabliſh'd in the Church of England. 1} 


He wiſeſt of Kings hath told us, Thet there is « time, and a 
' ſeaſon for all things; « time to keep ſilence, and atime to ſpeaks 
and certainly now,, if ever, the laſt time is not only conve- | 
nient , but abſolutely neceſſary: And ſhould man: hold 

bis Peace and negle& this Duty, even the Stone ſhould cry out of the 

Wall, andthe Beam of - the Timbet ſhall anſwer\itc* I dire this my 

Diſcourſe and Perſwaſive'to Unity-in Religioti to-all in genera) 3; Bat 

more-particularly. to'thoſe, who: are Diſſenters fram.the Church of 

England, and who ſeem to make a breach inthe Conformity, and *: 

happy, Unity of the Churchz and over-nice. Scruples,/ cauſe a. Schifme 

and rent in its ſeamlels Garment. 'Tis to.Youthat Inow-(peak.31a59' 4 | 

Friend, as' a Brother, for ſo we ought to be-one to another, andnot : 

as Wolves and-(Pogs; ſnarling and ſnapping one 4t:the other, :but yith - 
gentleneſs and freedom admoniſh one another; with all lowlincſz an 

meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one another.inLove ; *Tis 
the command of Chriſt,, who is Love it ſzlf,- Thztwwe Love on? another'y || 
by It we are known to be-'his true Diſcipſes, and :followtfs .of hi_ 

And there can be ho greater ign of 'his Love; than friendlyt to. admia- || 

Tiſh one another of Errors; and ſiraying fromthe Truth ;--arid to -afaſt '/ 

the weak, to raiſe up thoſe that fall; to call: ro' Unity and. Cencord, {| 

and to ſtir up to Peace and yes ai That we.maybe all of one. nin 

"having compaſſion one" of whother, us Breibreu, being pitiful, being/ | 

; Y choys 3 ws rendring evil ſoy tw3d, Te for ratling, 2 oy 3 Wo 

Mg? vs ITE? (0018 > #*], e10900013v0%ﬀq 23; 7 2441CN 

= RE OE Anat Leda Lal Ana <L2K 


, 
_—_— _—_ OY TP 


OS Cer a ad. as £5 


PET" tc BD 2:8 
ke DOSES S, . 


nts 7 MA 


ty 3 ont "mY "A 3, PLDIT 
20D 


£ 3% ;v9 warn 
334 FTE. 


U no in Religion, 
Asi it is Eſtabliſh'd in the Church of England. 


= He wiſeſt of Kings hath told us, Thet there is « time, and 4 .. 
ſeaſon for all things; « time to keep filence, and atime to ſpeoks 
and certainly now,, if ever, the laſt time is not only conves 
—_ nient , but abſolutely neceſſary: And ſhould man: hold 
tis Peace and negle&'this Duty, even the Stone ſhould cry out of the : 
W211,-andithe Beam of the Timbet. ſhall anſwer\itc.I-dire& this my {| 
Diſcourſe and Perſwafiveito Unity in-Religiott to-a} in genera) ;; 
more-particularly. to:thoſe, who: are Diſſenters from.the. Church of 7 
England, and who ſeem to make a breach inthe Canformity, and 
happy Unity of the Church; and over-nice. Scruples,. cauſe a. Sohifme 
and rent in its ſeamleſs Garment.  'Tis to,Youthat Imow Paeak.g1as' 8 
Friend, as' a Brother, for. ſo-we ought to be-one th another, andnet ? 
as Wolves and-Pogs; fmarling and ſnapping ohne4t:the other, :but.yith 
gentleneſs and freedom admonith one another; -with all lowlineſz aa 
meekneſs, with long-ſutfering, —— one anotheriinLove ; * Tis | 
the command of Chriſt,, who is Love it {elt,- Thitwe. Love one avother's 
by It we are known to beiihis true Diſciples,” ; and. 'followtfs of Ts, l 
And there can be ho greater ſign of 'his Love; than friendlyt to; adnia- 
Tiſh oneanother of Errors; and ſtraying fromthe Truth ;-aridto afliſt* 
the weak, to raiſe up thoſe that fall; to call: to' Unity and. Cencotd, 4 
-and to ſtir up to Peace and Dany That we.may be.ull of. one\unialdy 4 
having compaſſi bon one's of whother, lowing us Breibred, heing patiful,>hrimy 
Fry ſors +w3d, ukdlir aviinl for ralling, Pets Ty 
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Since Separation and Diviſion among Brethren proceeds from the 
| cunningand malice of Satan ,why ſhould Kcoptinue any longer in our 
: Tfrael £ why ſhould novevarys maniputiohs helping hand, to build 
tp the walls bf Unity? Are we not Brethren ? Have we not one Fa- 
| ther, God?. One Head, Jeſus Chriſt ? Is he. pot our common Shepherd > 
Have we not one Faith, Salvation;by Chuſt? Do we not believe him 
come in the Fleſh* Do not we confeſs þis Name ?; Are we not all Chri- 
ſtians? And indeed are we not alſo of one Mother th® Church > Why 
then: this Separation? This Diviſian ? This drawing ſcveral ways? 
Why cannot, -or why do not you Unite as you ought tg do? And that 
this * 24 be effected, and:that our happy Unit y'may.be-laſtiog.and per- 
ctual.. | DT ; 
: You muſt leave off to interpret the whole (cope of Scripture, as if 
tfamed'to miintain your own form. of Governm<nt, preſenting - your 
followers with falſe Gloſſes, whereby they read only as you - would 
have them, and pervert Scripture to maintain the falſe 7deas of ſickly 
Imagtnations 3 and*thus every Sect-makes the Scripture to [peak in fa, 
vour of their way. and faiſe Opinions, to maintain their- Schiſzz and Se- 
paration; calling all-.$:;z2r/a and Babylgn that are nat of themſelves, 
and their own:Congregations, Sion-and Jeraſelem. You mult alſo leave 
off thoſe Names of Separation and diſtinguiſhment, calling your ſelves 
the Godly, the Brethren, the Good People, Gods: Children, ' the Sandti- 
fied 3; Others the Vngodly, Reprobates;: IVordlings, Time ſervers, Menr 
pleaſers, Moraliſts ,, and Latitudinarians, Arminjans, und. the. like. . 
You . muſt alſo ceaſe to cry-out againſt Magiſtrates and Rulers, . Kings . 
and Governours, as Severe, Cruel and Tyravrical upon the leaſt reſtraint 
of. your 'Liþerties; as if you were' thereby become. Martyrs. for. the | 
Caule of Chriſt -- Alſo.you' muſt nat -ſpaik: contemptibly. of Biſhops, 
(as ſome too-frequently do,) giving them ſchrrillous. Names,. as. Tſur-- 
pers, Spiritual Tyrants, Lordly. Piſhops, &c.. And-calling the Minr- - 
ſters of -the. Goſpel. in contempt Priefs,' tray Baal's Fries. Time- 
ſervers, State Divines, Dumb Dogs, Vein Bableys, with ſuch like Lans 
gu3ge.z [Thoſe whom. the. Scriptures; Dignific and,; Honour . with the 
Titles of Chriits Enbiſſadors,: Gods Stewards, and the like. ., ,;. 
Open-then-your Eyes at laſt, and Jook not io.a {quiat.on this. Form - 
of Government ;.and mote particularly as it. js here. E!tabliſh'd in the 
Chuneh'of England,; which certainly. is the; molt hike, ad. comes nearelt- 
tethe. Primitive. Inſtitution-of the Apvliles, .agd.the, ucxt Ages, . of, any 
Church: in. the . World; |both.:for:the; Puxity: of. its, Dottrins; Þnd the-. 
; Order of its Government; its Ceremonies being both few and Decent, 
 Aenditc Dower reanlated by. Juſt Lawe:.. _- nn. AAAS 
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. And as oneſays, The Churchof England is a Body of ſo firms a Conflitn- 
tion, and .ſo. excellently Temper'd, and ſo well Shap'd, and a 
of ſo clear 4 ſkrength and vigonr in all its Limbs. that no out- Cooſvemiti - 
ward force is able to injure it 5 nothing but ſome inward Clergy. p.50. 
Corruption and decay in the Vital parts that can poſſibly 
bring it to the ground. | 

Indeed ſome had trip'd up its Heels and lay'd it all along, but it 
was but a Foll, you (ee how loon it aroſe again ; andin that little Inter« 
ſpace or Ieter-regnum, as I may term it, what horrid Confulions were 
amongſt us? Methinks this little Fryal -might convince you of the 
weakneſs and Imbecility of the one, and the Firmneſs and excellent 
Temper of the other Government ; by which this Land has ſo long 
flouriſhed, and which is ſo fitted not only to Monarchy, making that 


Maxime good, as we by experience ſaw, .No Biſhop, No King; and | 


among the reſt the Learned Mr. Eooker 4n his Pref. Sed. 1. hes theſe 
words, which he ſets down as his full perſwaſion, Surely the preſext 
Form of ( hurch Government, which the Laws of this Land have Eſta- 


bliſhed, is ſuch as no Law of God, nor Reaſon of Man bath hitherto been | 


alledged of force ſufficient to prove they do ill, who to the uttermoſt of their 


power withſtand the alteration thereof, And contraryniſe, the other, | 
which inſtead of It,we are requir'd to accept js only by Frror and Miſconceit, | 
wamed the Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, no one proof as yet brought ſorth | 


whereby it pray clearly appear to be in very deed. And thoſe two Aﬀler- 


tions he hath ſo fully and vnanſwerably maintained in Eis excellent | 


Book of the / aws of Feclefiaſtical Polity, that methinks you ſhould 
lay your Finger on your Mouths, and no longer ſpeak againſt this 
Form of Church Government, nor remain at this diſtance, and in 
this ſtate of Separation, til] you have found out better Arguments for 


to juſtify your ſo doing, than thoſe 3ou have jet made known to 
the World. | | | 


Therefore, as the Form of Dinine Service, contain'd in the Book of 
Common Prayer, which is now uſed in the Church of England, cOn- | 


duceth ſo much to. the Edifying thoſe. that uſe it, and it agrees exa- 
Jy with the. Rules of the Apoliles, and is performgd in Engliſh, the 
Vulgar and common Language of the Nation, which every one un- 
derſtands + But in the Church -of Rowe, the common People are 
_made uncapable of being .Edify 
that they are all made in Latine,. a 
_urderſtapd.”* So that when they mee 
: dom any, jn. the Copgregation that knows. what 1s aid (here, [£ 
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y'd by the Prayers of the Church, in | 
LAPgnage which they do.not gll 
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:{hip, Qod, there. arg lel- | 
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} the Prieſt that read it: But Bleſſed be God for it, it is not fo with Us; 
| for Ours is truly Common Frayer, for it is written and \read in that 
Language which is common to all the Conprepations in. the Kihg- 
| doms So thatno man 'that frequents \our Publick- Congregations, 
; Where the Common Prayer is uſed, can ever: plexd Tgnorance of any 
' one Duty whatſoever : For if it be not his own fault, he may there 
- be inftruted in every thing which he 'that made him, requires of 
' him. s $5805: ( HOSE: £9 | 7 
And ſeeing it hath pleaſed the moſt high God to compriſe his whole 
' Will, (and by conſequence our Duty,) in the Tex Commandments 3 
hence we read them conſtantly every Sunday and Holy day through- 
' out the whole year; by which means every one that doth not wil- 
| fully ſhut his Eyes may clearly fee; and fully underſtand his whole 
Duty both to God and Man; eſpecially, confidering,that in the Prayers 
themſelves allo there is frequent mention made of all thoſe Vices, 
, Which ought to be avoided, and all thofe good works which onght to- 
; be performed by us: So that we can never come to Church, but we 
are(til! put in mind, both of what we ought, and what we ought not 
' nottodo that we may be ſaved. Whereas if all and every perfon in 
the Congregation, would always be upon their Knees, while they put 
up their Petitions to the moſt high God, what a mighty advantage 
would this be, not only to every one in particular, but to the whole 
Congregation in general? For as every one would by'this means 
' keep his heart more ſtedfaſt in the true fear and dread of God,. and 
likewiſe more certainly obtain the good things he Prays for ; and by 
this means we ſhould excite and enflame each others Devotions, con- 
- firm and ſtrengthen one anothers Faith, and convince both our ſelves 
\ and all that ſee us, that Religion is a ferious thing ; and that: we. be- 
'Jieve it to be ſo, by our ferving God with ſo much Reverence and 
| Godly fear, as this humble Poſture repreſenteth; for it is lamentable 
to think what abſurd things are done in the time of Dvize Service 5 
for I have ſeen ſome People fitting in the time of Common Prayer, if 
- we did but conſider we are in that Holy place, where Gods Majeſty 
is repreſented, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall Judge vs all at {| 
- thelaſtday ; and therefore 4s you tender the Love of God,. the Cre. |! 
' dit of Religion, or the Salvation,of your own Souls, I beſeech you }; 
_. all in the Name of him that mgde you, 'that whenſoever you come = 
| hither to Pray unto Him, you'd i in that AWfdl, Lowly, a & Solenin | 
' © manner, which our: Churth commahdeth, ati Fo 


urth commahdeth, "atid ds thetames Crearutts, 
i ; to your Great an Alibijhty- Creatht ; "that {6 you | 


”. 
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may gf ve'trne Worſhip and Honour utito Him, and"alſo redd;vy 


a. AS 
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t and Edification of your ſelves, which'he hath Profil 
you expe& from Publich, Prayers : This being certainly the nts 
fying Poſture that you can poſſibly uſe upon ſuch occafions. 
Therefore great Bleſlings do we loſe by neglefing to come to the 


Publick Prayersof the Church on the Week days, when we have '(0 


great opportunity, and our Churches ſo near us, and Prayers Mots 
ning and Evening in a great many places z and yet how many do 
negle& coming, and what a poor Congregation do- we ſee in many 
great Pariſhes? Is not this a ſhame to Chriſtian Religion - We find 
time for every thing elſe, and ſhall we not find time for this great 
Concern of our Souls; for with what Conſcience can we expe a 
Bleſſing from our Heavenly Father, without asking it 2 And what ari 
ungratetul thing it is to receive Blf[ings at Gods hands daily 5 and not 
as daily to acknowledge and give him Thanks for it in publick every 
day, as well as private ? For by the publick. we let the World ſeg' we 
are not aſhamed of our Religion. | 2 OO 

For my Charny prompts me to believe, that all the zeal that fome 


expreſs againſt the Common Prayer, and all that indiff:rency that ts in: 


others for it, proceeds from their Ignorance of what it is, or at leaſt 
from their want of an Experimental knowledgz of it. For let an 
man that ſeriouſly minds the Worſhip of God, and the Salvation 
bis Soul before all things elſe, let ſuch a one, Ifay, ſer himſelf in-good 
earneſt to uſe the Common Prayer as he ought to do for ſome conſide« 
rable time, and I do not doubt (but that by the Bleſſing of God,)he will 
find that benefit and edification by it, that his o#n experience fhall 
—_— him of all that I have now faid, more than all the Argu\ 
_ that I have, or any'man in the World can ever produce to 
im. 7 oy | es 
Lay aſide now your Paſſions I beſeech you , put off your formet 
Converſation, and be renewed in the Epirit of your min; ' Speak 
every man Truth with his Neighbour, for we ' *t& Members ont: of 
another,. Chriſt is our Head + There is but cn Body, ohe Spirit; oftk 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one (394 and'Father'of all. ©' O-dg but 
conſider the Beauty of Unity, Ic it ature you, ler it' break out 
ſtifnefs, let it move you to run int'3,che dpein Arms of 'your A 
and to be knit-in the Bands of Amity with, yorr” Brethren;” -Coffifet 
tiow & od'n dhow pleatant it 3s for\ Brethren-to dwell togtther i 
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'F ; Noe Happy and Bleſſed then would the Nation be! The Nations 
; | roundabout us would Tremble, and our ACYFERTES: ould be; Con- 
| | Jqunded, . © that there. were a full Aſſent and : Conſent among, you 
' | both inSpiritvals as well as Temporals! It .is not enough.that .:you 
* Live tagether, thut you Irade togeihcr, -that 'you Converſe one 
with another 5 bur to. ccmplear your Happineſs, you muſt Pray Dow 
; gether, aud Worſhip tog-ther, that compleats the Friendſhip. . We 
> have. been tvolong aflunider, why ſhvuld there be ay difference be- 
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miſſion. : : | 

_ The Benevolcnce and Tcnder- heartedneſs of ſo Gracious a Prince 
towards you. How then can you Anfwer your contempt of the 
Laws and Commands, not only of a Chriſtian Prince, but of our own 
-Church too: One that Commands nothing but Lawful things; it is 
not enough that you think otherwiſe of them, and that you pretend 
| Scruples of Conſcience, there is no ſuca exception in the Rule Jaid 
/ down by the the Apoſtle. Zet every Soul be ſubje@ to the Eigher 
' Powers .: Submit to every Ordinance of an, &c. Pebellion is as the 
' ſon of Witchcraſt, and Stubborneſs is as Iniquity and Idolatry. Let us 
; conlider that ( eſar is our King, Ceſar is the Lords Anointed ; eſar 
is our Nurſing Father 5 Ceſar is the Bieath of our Noſtrils; Ceſzr is 
' the Son of ſucha Ceſar who was a Martyr, who Jaid dowh his Lite to 
preſerve us from Slavery. Our Czſar hath been Miraculouſly Pre. 
| ſery'd, and Miraculouſly Reſtor'd ; nothing can be too Much, no- 
' thing can be too Dear for ſuch a (Ceſar. | a = 

; : Certainly Obedience to ſuch a Prince, and to his Lawful Com- 
; mands, would be more acceptable than all yourlong Prayers and fre- 
| quent Preaching which is become jour Idol, and which you fet up 
; jn the room of the Crofſes you have pulld down. Spe:k out, and 
 * tell us whether an A& for Uniformity and Conformity made by the 
© three States of the Land, be a ant tape a = 5 If it 9 why - Wo 
you not Obey? Why do you trouble the Waters with your need- 
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kſsScruples of little weight and value, -and about-Trifles, avlys as yow | 
call them? Is nat the Word. truly difpenſed in our;Pyblick Churches 
Are not the Sacrewents rightly: Adminiſtred ? ' Are not our. 10% 
free from Scandal and Irreverence £ Are not our , Dodqrines,clar: 
Errour and Fallity? Why then do you deny to Hear, Receive:and 
Communicate together 2 Bur in ſpite (as I may ſay) both of-the Come 
mands.of God and Man, ſeparate your ſelves, and run- inte Diſbbe+ 
dience 2 1] verily believe thoſe of the Church, of. Eg/and- would 
never run into that contempt of the King, and his Lawss I am: pers 
ſwaded that for Contcience ſake they: would ſubmit, ſhould the King 
and Parliament by iheir. Authority take away thoſe Ceremonies about 
which you contend; they have Jearn'd better than to Rebe), and the 
.Dodrine of aur. Church. Eath . endued ys with ſounder and better 
Principles. Sj | 2 
© that I could but make you ſenfible of the Bleſſing of this Unity z | 
How much-Glory it would-add to the Nation ! How much Scandal. 
it would take fromReligion | How much Security it would. give to 
three Kingdoms ! How much Content and Satisfaction to-your: Prince, 
and, how-nuch Joy and Gladncfs to the Hearts of all: yourrBrethrefils 
What Peace ſhould we enjoy at Home ! What Efteem-and Awe ſhould 
we.purchale Abroad ! What Love would be begottert between: one 
another! And what  Bappincſs and Proſperity would it bring'to. all: ! 
You, would then (ce again thoſe Happy days of «)1gen: Elizeherh,'our 
_ Armies, to Proſper, our Citizens to Floyriſh 4 Conqueſt Abfoad,. atwd 
' Peace at Home; Charity to increaſe, and Contention:to ceaſe.z Love | 
to abound, and Strife.to- wax les... The Golden fge: would ſeem i v0 | 
be return'd again, . and Rightequinel; would run, down like'a: fiream 5 ; 
there.would: then. be a.geyeral rcjaxcing;in: que Streets, apdiwetbould | 
all, ery: qut , 7hinis the Cords, doing a.it \is\manvelons:in our vEyer- | 
Atlaſt therefore endeavour to latisfy your Conſciefces, 'p0.aBowtit : | 
in earneſt, lay a!ide all Stubbornneſs of Heart, all Spiritual Pride; alli 
Self-Intcreſt. Let the Caſe be ſtated truly betwixt you - There are- 
thoſe. that wilt not think much to.convince you, if Scripture and Rea= | 
ſon will do it. Bur you muſt then come _ with willing-miads, you : 
muſtnot be (o {tit as you have hitherto been, rather than comply "Ys 1 
Jot, you will Brezk, you cannot Bow 3 you will not yield in what-: 
you may, in thoſe things that you cannot Condemn; you will not fo # 


much as Read the .Chapters appoint Þ thecauſe.. Can» 
"nia; JOE will 196 pear EPR gh i Tor nar, 
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d& thoſe: who have'thus far comp! f'd"and fer you s' good Example 
ve been reproach'd/for it}! and have been lJook'd upon as Backſliders, 
Bue this is not the way to Unity and Peace, you muſt bring: willing 
and yielding Hearts with'you; you multnot be Obſtinate 'atid Opt- 
mative5 you mult not be Reſolved befote-hand;; you muſt have De- 
*  firesandLongings fot Unity 3 you'niut hear without Paſſion and fre- 
; | terety and with ad+hre not of Diſpuring and ſhewing your Parts; but 
| | pf Gtisfying your Vir: ad Conſciences, and then no doubt but 
Four $cruples may bc alt reſolved, and you may Conform with ſatis- 
; £2: X R R *; | | <> ; 
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| S$altion, - ** | £ a £4 
7: Lay theſe things lerioully to: your Heart,” paſs' them nor ſlightly 
over, think not it-ſe worus only a little vain Air, God may call you 
{| Þyavwaaltiſalynet, by a ſmall Voice, Reſiſt not the Spirit, Har- 
{  dcanotyout Hearts, This God that Calls, he wou'd have you re- 
| * (urn; TememHer'the' Womb wherein you were Born, and the Paps 
'  ethat'gave:you Suck. \: Think/of the Peace and Unity' of Tfrael, be 
' cDutifall as Childecn, Love as Brethren, Obey the King, Sutmit to 
\ lOrdinances, be 'Subj<&t to Rulers, Honour the Magiſtrate, Yicld to 
| "Governours, be*United in Mind, be of one Heart, Worſhip toge- 
| ![thery 'Separaie no longer, and God will build *you up: Thew God 
' | will be known in Judah, 'and his Narre will be great in I(racl.” ' You ſhall 
' /xahenbe United' like 7ſ-ael and Judah, 'you' ſhall, have but one King, 
; 4you ſhall be'no more two Nations. What Nation will there' be ſo 
| ©Great, who hath God ſonigh unto them : Ther you ſhall be his People 
' : andhewill be your God' be vill vive you one Heart, and one Way, that 
| you way Fear bir for-evey ; for the foe of you and your C hildrex yr Jon. 
Then will zewith one Flind ind one Voice glorify God, even the 

| :'0ur Lord Jeſnes Chriſt, OT 
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